Application No. 10/681,299 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-6 are pending in this application. By this Amendment, the title of the 
invention is amended; and claim 2 is amended. No new matter is added. In view of the 
foregoing amendments and following remarks, reconsideration and allowance are respectfully 
requested. 

Applicants appreciate the courtesies shown to Applicants' representatives by Examiner 
Prasad in the September 1 personal interview. Applicants' separate record of the substance of 
the interview is incorporated into the following remarks. 

I. Information Disclosure Statement 

Information Disclosure Statements with Forms PTO-1449 were filed in the above- 
captioned patent application on May 21, 2004 and October 9, 2003. Applicants have not yet 
received from the Examiner copies of the Forms PTO-1449 initialed to acknowledge the fact 
that the Examiner has considered the disclosed information. The Examiner is requested to 
initial and return to the undersigned copies of the Forms PTO-1449. For the convenience of 
the Examiner, copies of those forms are attached. 

II. The Title of the Invention 

The Office Action objects to the title of the invention. As discussed during the 
interview, the title of the invention is amended to obviate the objection. Withdrawal of the 
objection to the title of the invention is respectfully requested. 

III. The Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. §112. Second Paragraph 

The Office Action rejects claim 2 under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph. In 
response, claim 2 is amended to obviate the rejection. Withdrawal of the rejection under 
35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph is respectfully requested. 
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IV. The Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. §§102(b) and 103(a) 

The Office Action rejects claims 1-3 and 6 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) over U.S. Patent 
No. 5,233,676 to Yonemura et al. ("Yonemura"); and rejects claims 4 and 5 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 103(a) over Yonemura. These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

As discussed during the interview, Yonemura does not disclose or suggest "the 
connector housing comprises a grounding piece shaped as a plate extending along the bottom 
surface of the connector housing, the grounding piece formed integrally with the element 
housing case section; and the grounding piece is disposed between the connector housing and 
one surface of a mount board to electrically connect to a ground trace formed on the mount 
board while the optical connector is mounted on the one surface of the mount board," as 
recited in claim 1; and "a grounding piece formed integrally with the housing case section and 
provided on a bottom surface of the connector housing, wherein the grounding piece is 
capable of being electrically connected to a ground trace formed on a mount board," as recited 
in claim 6. 

The Office Action at page 3 asserts that Yonemura discloses "a grounding piece 9 
with a plate-shaped section integral with the element housing case section and disposed 
between the housing bottom and a surface of a mount board 6." Notwithstanding the Office 
Action's assertions, Yonemura does not teach or suggest that the grounding piece 9 extends 
along the bottom surface of the connector housing. Yonemura also does not disclose or 
suggest that the same grounding piece connects to a ground trace formed on the mount board, 
as recited in claims 1 and 6. 

Yonemura discloses that "the grounding terminal 10 protrudes from the connector 
housing 1 in the same manner as the terminals 8 and is connected to a grounding circuit on a 
circuit board" (col. 2, lines 55-63). However, the shield case 2 shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of 
Yonemura does not show, disclose or suggest the claimed feature of a grounding piece shaped 
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as a plate extending along the bottom surface of the connector housing, as recited in claim 1; 
and does not disclose or suggest the claimed feature of a grounding piece provided on a 
bottom surface of the connector housing, the grounding piece being capable of being 
electrically connected to a ground trace formed on a mount board, as recited in claim 6. 

In embodiments of the claimed invention, the plate-shaped grounding piece is 
configured to be brought into plate contact with ground traces so as to have a flush mounting 
of the flat grounding piece with the flat ground traces in order to secure a noise-free 
connection while maintaining the shielding effect afforded by the flat plate-shape of the 
grounding piece. Conventional art, such as Yonemura, does not afford such technological 
and commercial advantages. Furthermore, the claimed feature of the grounding piece being 
disposed between the connector housing and the one surface of a mounting board is 
configured not to have a jetty to minimize the mounting area for secure and fixed mounting of 
the optical connector to the mount board. Yonemura does not anticipate or render obvious 
these claimed features. 

Claims 1 and 6 are not anticipated and would not have been rendered obvious by 
Yonemura. Claims 2 and 3 depend from claim 1, and thus, claims 2 and 3 are also not 
anticipated by Yonemura. Claims 4 and 5 depend from claim 1, and thus, would not have 
been rendered obvious by Yonemura, at least for the reasons discussed above, and for the 
additional features they recite. Accordingly, reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejections 
are respectfully requested. 
V. Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of claims 1-6 are 
earnestly solicited. 
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Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 

Respectfully submitted, 




James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 

Richard J. Kim 

JAO:RJK/can Registration No. 48,360 

Attachment: 

PTO Forms-1449 dated 5/21/04 and 10/9/03 

Date: September 10, 2004 

DEPOSIT ACCOUNT USE 
Oliff & Berridge, plc AUTHORIZATION 
P.O. Box 19928 Please grant any extension 

Alexandria, Virginia 22320 necessary for entry; 

Telephone: (703) 836-6400 Charge any fee due to our 

Deposit Account No. 15-0461 



